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Ep.431: UN panel releases first report laying out benefits - and risks - of artificial

intelligence
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“The panel is intended to help the world
separate fact from fakes - and science from
slop."

Questo € Antonio Guterres, mentre presenta
la prima valutazione scientifica indipendente
delle Nazioni Unite sull'intelligenza artificiale.

IL gruppo di esperti e stato istituito
dallAssemblea Generale delle Nazioni Unite
lo scorso anno e riunisce 40 esperti
provenienti da settori quali l'informatica,
'leconomia, la medicina e il giornalismo.

Il suo compito era semplice, ma urgente:
fornire ai governi una comprensione basata
su dati concreti dell'lA, in un contesto in cui
questa tecnologia € in rapida evoluzione.

Per Guterres le opportunita sono enormi.

"Used well, Al could be the most powerful
engine for development, speeding the
world's progress on everything from health
and hunger to learning and climate. But the
panelis just as clear-eyed about the harm
artificial intelligence can cause. The co-
chairs will go through their findings in
detail. But first, let me draw a single lesson.
The more Al advances without shared rules,
the less say governments and people will
have in the outcome.”

Il comitato ha ora pubblicato la sua prima

valutazione globale sull'intelligenza artificiale.

“The panel is intended to help the world
separate fact from fakes - and science from
slop."

That's Antonio Guterres, unveiling the United
Nations' first independent scientific
assessment of artificial intelligence.

The panel was established by the UN
General Assembly last year, bringing
together 40 experts drawn from fields
including computer science, economics,
medicine and journalism.

Its task was simple, but urgent - provide
governments with an evidence-based
understanding of Al as the technology rapidly
evolves.

Guterres says the opportunities are
enormous.

"Used well, Al could be the most powerful
engine for development, speeding the
world's progress on everything from health
and hunger to learning and climate. But the
panel is just as clear-eyed about the harm
artificial intelligence can cause. The co-
chairs will go through their findings in
detail. But first, let me draw a single lesson.
The more Al advances without shared rules,
the less say governments and people will
have in the outcome.”

The panel has now produced its first global
assessment of Al.
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Il rapporto afferma che l'intelligenza artificiale
sta gia accelerando la scoperta di nuovi
farmaci, la ricerca scientifica e altre
innovazioni che potrebbero rivoluzionare la
vita quotidiana.

Tuttavia, mette in guardia sul fatto che la
tecnologia si sta evolvendo piu rapidamente
dei sistemi concepiti per regolarla.

La copresidentessa del comitato, Maria
Ressa, ha dichiarato che anche le conclusioni
condivise dal comitato siano motivo di
riflessione.

"It is the minimum we all agree on, and that
is alarming enough. Pace is not slowing, the
power is concentrating, and control is not
guaranteed.”

A suo dire, questa concentrazione e gia
evidente.

“A handful of companies and a handful of
countries are making the most
consequential decisions about humanity's
future. The United States alone accounts
for 75 percent of the computing power in
the world's largest Al clusters.”

L'altro copresidente del comitato,
l'informatico canadese Yoshua Bengio, ha
dichiarato che in alcuni settori le capacita
dell'intelligenza artificiale raddoppiano ogni
pochi mesi.

A suo awviso, tale ritmo sta ampliando il
divario tra cio che questi sistemi sono in
grado di fare e la sicurezza con cui possono
essere gestiti.

"Technical progress has proceeded quickly,
doubling every few months according to
some metrics, for several years now.
Meanwhile, there are still no known

The report says Al is already accelerating
drug discovery, scientific research and other
breakthroughs that could reshape daily life.

But it warns the technology is evolving faster
than the systems designed to govern it.

Panel co-chair Maria Ressa says even the
panel's consensus findings are sobering.

"It is the minimum we all agree on, and that
is alarming enough. Pace is not slowing, the
power is concentrating, and control is not
guaranteed.”

She says that concentration is already visible.

“A handful of companies and a handful of
countries are making the most
consequential decisions about humanity's
future. The United States alone accounts
for 75 percent of the computing power in
the world's largest Al clusters.”

The panel's other co-chair, Canadian
computer scientist Yoshua Bengio, says Al
capability in some areas is doubling every
few months.

He says that pace is widening the gap
between what these systems can do and
how safely they can be managed.

"Technical progress has proceeded quickly,
doubling every few months according to
some metrics, for several years now.
Meanwhile, there are still no known
technical guarantees that Al will follow our
instructions, norms or laws, and instead,




technical guarantees that Al will follow our
instructions, norms or laws, and instead,
growing evidence to the contrary, including
Al acting deceptively.”

Bengio sostiene che le conseguenze di un
errore potrebbero essere gravi.

“Looking ahead, the gap between rapidly
improving capabilities and effective risk
management methods may lead to
catastrophic outcomes. We've seen on our
radar screen recently the issues with
cybersecurity, but companies are worried
about bio risks and many in civil society are
showing that Al can lead to disinformation
that can threaten our democracies and our
individual rights.”

Il suo monito ai governi e inequivocabile: la
regolamentazione e le misure di salvaguardia
devono adeguarsi prima che la tecnologia
diventi ancora piu difficile da controllare.

growing evidence to the contrary, including
Al acting deceptively.”

Bengio says the consequences of getting it
wrong could be severe.

“Looking ahead, the gap between rapidly
improving capabilities and effective risk
management methods may lead to
catastrophic outcomes. We've seen on our
radar screen recently the issues with
cybersecurity, but companies are worried
about bio risks and many in civil society are
showing that Al can lead to disinformation
that can threaten our democracies and our
individual rights.”

Its warning to governments is blunt:
regulation and safeguards need to catch up
before the technology becomes even harder
to control.

Report by Hannah Hodson for SBS News.
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